SELECTION

O-mamori

You would be hard put to find a Japanese person who doesn't have at least one
o-mamori somewhere. People often have one attached to a key holder, hanging
off a handbag, or tucked inside a wallet—o-mamori are made
1o be carmied around wherever you go.
The o-mamon is a talisman to protect against disaster or to ward off evil, It
is actually a small bag or pouch, containing a piece of paper with a charm or the
name of a Buddhist or Shinto deity written on it. In olden days, such pieces of paper were
often stuck on the pillars or walls of a building, or placed on the household shrine. The paper was also
sometimes put in a small bag and hung from the neck or waist by a cord, and this is the
origin of the present day o-mamori, LY
These days there are specific o-mamori to cover all eventualities—to protect ".Et;.,
from traffic accidents, to ensure a safe birth, to bring success at exams, even to
bring luck in finding a marriage partner. O-mamori are usually round or square, N
and come in all different colors and patterns. Some have popular cartoon char- % :
acters on them, there are o-mamori which can only be bought in particular re- .*‘
gions, and even seasonal o-mamori, such as those that protect against accidents :
or food poisoning in summer., :
As long as you have your o-mamori, you are safe from unforeseen disaster and your
wishes will come true. You should never leave home without one.
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