LIFESTYLE

Family Crest

Maost peophe have lost the
habit of wearing lapanese-
style clothing every day. Along
weithy fhes, another customn that
has all but disappeared is the
use of farmily crests ta adom
clathes. From ancent times,
family crests have been a tra
dianal symbal far not anly
the: Imperial Family, but for all
familias. Tastefully elegant
patterns using flowers and

bards, the first character of a
family name, numbers, and
other desgns were used {o
tammihy crests, Court nobles
used tfamily crests on ther
clothing, wehides, and fumish-
ings, while for generations
samiural families used crests
a5 @ symbal on their flags and

Sports, Recycling and Art

Baseball bats, tennis rackess,
balks, and other used sports
equipment all made an
appearance at the Recycl'an
exbubition, hetd in Osaka last
March. The exhibition usad
the familiar thesne of sports
EAPMENt (0 BNCOUrage pe
ple to think about issues relat-

T-Shirts

drapes. Dunng the Edo
Penod, commaon folk and
actors created family crests
accarding 1o thesr own per-
sonal fancy, and used the
crests to adarmn their formal
I"'.’:l“"lllt:

To rewnve this piece of
lapan’s past, the fashion bau-
sz Linnted Arroves has a new
sefes of Tshirts featuning
embroidered family cresis
Lustormers ane abke to choose
Irarm a vanety of family crests
and thread colors, and can
arcder their favorte combination
an a T-shirt. The simple yet
beautiful family crest desipns
hnae rrew boen rediscovenad
as a fashion statement for the
PoLNGEr Jenaraion

ed to garbage and recycling in
our mass-consumptan, dis

athlete Keagi Murctushi's ham-
meer. Tharks to the support of
Citigreup Private Bank, the
2004 Reced'art will not be -
ited to an art exhibiton; the
orgareers also plan to collect
uged sports good for recycling,

posable society. The show
featured warks which recycled
the welHoved sports equip
rrwent of famous sports stars,
=uch as former pro tenns
player Kirmiko Date's tennis
choes, and hammer-throw

and camy out athesr activties
under the same themea,

.

Household Solar Energy Monitor

the amaount of electncty
being consurred within the
hersahnld,

The Economawit uses & wire

it you want 1o know how
much electneity your domes-
fic solar power genaratar is
preducng, the Econcnavit
fram Kyocera has the answer.
This solar pover mmanitor dis.
plays in eeal tme the amount
of power generated by hame-
use solar systems, as well as

data comparisons, as well as
envronmental statistics, thus
helping instill awareness of
energy-saving effarts wathin the
home, The product recaved
e 200% Good Design Award
thanks to its stylish deszan,
easy-to-read display, and wide
vaniety of funclions

bess data cennection to both
send and collect data, allowing
users io place the wnit wherey
o in their house they hike. It
can display yearly and manthly

Roll-up Keyboard

The ultimate in portable key-
baards is this mode], which
wieighs just 850 grams and can
b rfled dp small enough to
lake anywhere. It has proved
extremely popularn, and some
storet sokd aut seon after i
was released

The roll-up keyboard was
developed by Yamano Music
Inc. 1t 5 kaid out on & single
sheet of strong rubber, and the
keys do not depress when
played. Despite being compact
and portatle, the keyboard has
a full four-octave key rangs
and can produce chorde, i
weell a5 & plano sound, the key-
board can reproduce over 1o

different types af sounds,

including the vican and trum-
pet. The keyboand wses batter-
ies as its power sowrce, allows-
ing for outdoor performances
as well. Add headphones, ard
you can play watheut warrying

about the neighbeors

Yamana's roll-up keyboard is
sure to be a popular option for
pecple whao want a piano but
have ne place to put one, ar
those who want to play any-
time, arywhers
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